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BETWEEN 1998 AND 2007 SPAIN'S population rose by an
 

" astonishing 14%. immigrants, .atcoriJing to the InstitOt"o Nacionai !' 
. ., 

de Estatistica. (INE), now account for 9'.9% of th.e,popl1l~tionas 

of january 2007. But more astounding than ttl~s.e figures is the 

sheer speed at which mass immigr~~ion has occurred. In 2000 

there were 900,000 registered'foreigners in Spain; by 2007 this 

had risen to 4.4 million - an increase that places Spain seC-ond 

only to the US in the world league for net 'immigration. ,~ 





i;o\tledifficultyWith Moroccansand 

sUb.-SaharanAfricahs,who.tehd notto 

have the linguistic andculturalties 'of; 
" Latin ,Americans nor the perceivedsimi'Jar 

'values and lifestylesoHuropeans, Further 

friction arisesfr~tJ! the acute overloading 

ofSpain's sociai infrastructure, partieularly 

schools and rnedie;aL0entres, which are 

creaking Underthe strain ofthe rapidly 

'increasednumbers. 

Anotherpwblemisthat the actual 

monetaryva,lUethatirilmigrants pro\lide 
, 'to th-e hostsfate isnot always easy to 

calculate,asthe moneyearned, doE'S':' 

, not always stay within thecou8trY. For 
example, in 2004 (ilccording to wsyvs.org), 
the Moroccan econol1Jyreceiv,~d close ,,' 

to $4 billion(€i,s6bn)frQmits overseas, ", 

workers - nearly offsetting rii\o~occci's trade 
deficit Ayear earlier, Latin Americans in 

Spain had sent some $900 million (€5nm) 
to their respective countries. Meanwhile, 

illegal in;migrilnts pay neither t<;ix nor 

sOj:ial securitypayme(lts.
I:,': 

Spain now faces tne problem ofhow 

to effectively control immigration, In 
200sthe $oci~list (PSOE') government 

LInder Zapatero, without consulti~g 

other EU leaders, piovided athree­

",' ,.' 

month blanKetamnesty. to iHe~at' 

immigrants. this resLl!tedih 578,000 

ofthem being legalised: However,it' 

also created a)~II~f~~t:or' e~cb'tJraging 
further illegalJmnilgration. Spain is now, ' 

in fact perceived as a European 'gateway' 
for immigrants; it is estimated thafiJ "" 

further oneinillion i1lega) immigrants' 

have e·ritereo Spain sincethe amnesty; to 

the considerableune;ise ofother 
EU co·untries.. 

, .,' -. , .... 

, .5uddenand massit:nrtligrati()r:i has, 
, had a tn~mendoUSirnpacton Spaih~for 

both good andlJad. However; native ' 

,'tciieranceto immigratiohis~otQriously 
ficldeanddepen<:lentuponthewellbeing, 

>'at the time; o-fthe coL!nt~y concerned. 

During ;iheconomiclJoomall parties 

tend to, benefit from immigration. 

Periods of recession, on the other hand, 

can place appalling pressures upon 

immigrants, who see their dreamgof 

a new life of prosperity collapse along 

with any possibility ofwofk, Meanwhile, 

they make easy targets fordisenchanted 

'native? upset by cLlltural differences, ~he 

.0'verl'9ading of'tlneir' sOcial infrastructwre 

~nd,any unwelcome 'foreign' competition 

'fo: the few ~vailablejobs, 

'Thenext few years willbea tst of '
 

Spanish t61E'rancdnd it:woulO not bE'
 

surprising if there was anul')fortunate
 

"there is a real' 
"danger that the 
underlying tension 
felt by the' native 
Spanish about 
immigration could 
,explOde jntoa 
dramaticsociat 
problem" , 

surge of nationi'ilismagainst immi~rants. 

Onlytinie will ten, l;Jutitis haro noUo 
come 10 the condu'sion thattoo many 

diverse'pe9ple - oiall nation,alities - have 

come to Spain in far too short a period. 
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